
Fulbright-Hays Conference: 
Cambodia’s Cultural Heritage in a Modern World 

S C H E D U L E  

FRIDAY MARCH 31 

5-7pm

Reception @ UnchARTed Gallery

Visions of Cambodia to benefit CLA 

SATURDAY May 6:  Rescheduled from April 1st 

9-10:15am

Panel: Stacie, Janet, Lynne, Ann

Panel: Marge, Jacqui, Yary, Joe, Rita

Wrap-up 

Friday March 31 

5PM-7PM    
UnchARTed Gallery 

Lowell 

Saturday May 6

9AM-1PM
Assembly Room 

Federal Building 
Lowell 

https://mccfulbright2016.org/

10:15-11:30am

11:45-1pm

Panel:  Kerri, Lara, Darlene, Phala



MCC Fulbright-Hays Group Study Abroad Project:   
Cambodia’s Cultural Heritage in the Modern World 

The MCC Fulbright-Hays Group Study Abroad (GPA) project – Cambodia’s Cultural 
Heritage in the Modern World has enabled educators to deepen and expand 
connections between Cambodian arts and cultural traditions with the humanities fine 
arts, social science, and business curricula at Middlesex Community College, the Lowell 
Public Schools, and our surrounding communities. 

The main purpose of this project drew upon Cambodia’s rich artistic heritage as a 
primary means to understand Cambodian culture and traditions which, when infused 
into curriculum, support efforts to foster resiliency and a strong self-concept among 
Cambodian youth/young adults in the Lowell area.   Furthermore, the project also 
fostered an appreciation of Cambodian classical and folk art forms among the general 
Lowell community and support strategies for sustaining these traditions in the local 
region. 

Many people have made this grant and conference a success – in particular, the twelve 
participants from Middlesex Community College and the Lowell Public Schools – your 
enthusiasm, dedication, and commitment to understanding and sharing Cambodian 
culture are transforming curriculum and lives. 

Additional thanks go to Susan Anderson, the best grant writing partner; Yary Livan, 
Cambodian Master Ceramicist and in-country expert; and Phil Sisson, Provost and 
Academic Vice-President. 
We hope this conference is a catalyst for continuing curriculum development and 
community connections on Cambodia. 

With warm regards, 

Dona Cady  
Project Director of Cambodia’s Cultural Heritage in a Modern World 
Dean of Global Education 
Middlesex Community College  



SATURDAY May 6th 

Online:  Dr. Leonard Andaya, University of Hawai'i, Manoa, External Evaluator 
The Mekong River System and Its Impact on Cambodia

The Mekong River is the principal element in an integrated water system that has been the lifeblood 

of Cambodia throughout history.  Yet the study of water in all its complexity has thus far been 

neglected by scholars of Southeast Asia.  This presentation will focus on the Mekong River (“Mother of 

the Waters”) and its integration with Cambodia’s rivers and with the Tonle Sap (“Great Lake”), the

largest freshwater lake in Southeast Asia.  It will begin with a short theoretical discussion on the study of water and

then proceed to examine in greater detail the Mekong River System, including the Cambodian rivers, the Tonle Sap, 

and man-made fresh water structures.  The final section of the presentation will apply some of the theoretical 

issues raised in the beginning to discuss the damming of the Mekong River and its impact on the fisheries of the 

Lower Mekong Basin (Laos, Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam). 

Stacie Hargis, MCC Professor of Business Grow More Good: Nurture Social 

Good in Entrepreneurship Curriculum through Cambodian case studies  

This session will focus on incorporating service and project -based learning into 

entrepreneurship curriculum to nurture social responsibility and grow an ecosystem of entrepreneurship in 

the local community. The Social Entrepreneurship course taught at Middlesex Community College brings 

together students in experiential learning activities to apply  and demonstrate entrepreneurial skills.  

Students first study examples of social enterprises from Cambodia, learn a historical and social perspective 

about Cambodia, and then get out of the classroom and head to a local middle school in Lowell to assist 

students with the startup of a social enterprise: a school store. The store sells products made by students in 

the after school program. Profits from the store divide into a 3-way split: 70% to a sister school in Cambodia, 

20% back to the middle school, and 10% to a MCC Scholarship fund for these future middle school students 

entering the business department at MCC.  

MCC’s entrepreneurship program seeks to nurture social responsibility in entrepreneurs by infusing 

introductory courses with service and project-based learning which encourage thinking beyond maximization 

of profits to learn firsthand how acting socially responsible can benefit enterprises and the community.  

9-10:15 Panel: Stacie Hargis, Janet Koza, Lynne Barker, Ann Carpenter



 Lynne Barker, LPS Art Teacher, and Janet Kozo, LPS Math 

Teacher:  Promoting Cultural Awareness through Student 

Partnerships and the Arts 

Stoklosa Middle School's art teacher Lynne Barker and grade five math t eacher Janet Koza discuss their 

inspiration for their Khmer arts school project and how the project has evolved to include a partnership with 

teachers and students in a rural middle school in Cambodia and the Middlesex Community College business 

department. 

Ann Carpenter LPS Science Teacher:  Balancing the Economy, Culture and the 

Environment 

Cambodia has the challenging problem of improving family economic stability while protecting 

the environment, particularly the water and fisheries of the Tonle Sap.  This balancing act and other global 

environmental concerns, are being infused into the 7th grade environmental science unit with documentary 

videos by Kalyanee Mam and Conservation International, and my experiences in -country.  To support the 

efforts of Stoklosa’s sister school, the water supply is being investigated to improve or maintain qua lity and 

assure a safe and adequate supply for the school garden. My interactions with students and parents are 

enriched by my greater understanding of Cambodia.  

10:15-11:30 Panel: Marge Rack, Jacqui Miller, Yary Livan, Joe Eiler, Rita McLaughlin

Marge Rack, MCC Art Professor:  An Artist's Response 

My presentation includes art based curriculum models, documentation of a road widening 

project with reflections on displacement and domicile, new artwork, and a report on 

collaborative initiatives with MCC Prof. Yary Livan.  

Jacqui Miller, LPS Art Teacher, and Yary Livan, Cambodian Master 

Ceramicist, The Cambodian Experience Continues 

My presentation in collaboration with Master Ceramicist Yary Livan will focus on several 

ongoing projects including educating students on the geography, culture and traditions of

Cambodia; Phase 3 of the ornamentation of the Cambodian Community Center at Clemente Park in Lowell; Authentic Khmer 



tile designs from the Temples; and in particular, the creation of an Adult Coloring book that focuses on Khmer 

Designs.

Joe Eiler, MCC Graphic Design Professor, Connecting Cambodian and American 

While exploring the rich history and traditional Cambodian designs through art and 

architecture, MCC students developed their own branding and design solutions for a variety of 

imported products. Cultures through Graphic Design 

Rita McLaughlin, LPS Music Teacher, From the Royal Palace to the Circus 

Creating new music from ancient traditions provides a pathway for Cambodian youth to 

appreciate and relate to their cultural arts heritage in 21st century America. 

11:45-1pm Panel:  Kerri Gamache, Lara Kradinova, Darlene Furdock, Phala Chea

Kerri Gamache, MCC English Professor, A Visual Essay on Syncretism in Khmer 

Buddhist Visual Culture 

This presentation will highlight research on Khmer Buddhist syncretism, collected last summer 

in Cambodia while traveling on a Fulbright-Hays grant. In Cambodia, I began a photography 

project documenting visual examples of syncretism in Khmer Buddhist art, architecture, and visual culture for 

an Introduction to Humanities class at Middlesex Community College. These photographs docum ent 

amalgamations of Khmer animism, Buddhism, Hinduism, ancient Khmer and Indian myths, and their 

manifestations in contemporary Cambodia, often all in one specific, sacred location, such as a living wat, an 

ancient temple, and other Buddhist pilgrimage si tes like the sacred Mount Kulen. The modules I ’ve developed 

illuminate these specific, visual examples of Khmer Buddhist syncretism, as well as contemporary examples of 

syncretic iconography, included in popular culture, modern advertising, and in contemporary art in Cambodia.  

Lara Kradinova, MCC English Professor, Khmera: Post-Fulbright Reflections 

and Teaching Applications 

This presentation is inspired by my experiences in Cambodia this summer where I traveled on 

a Fulbright-Hays grant researching differences and similarities between The Ramayana and 

The Reamker. The initial project, however, grew bigger and gave me an idea for the title of this presentation. 

“Khmera” is a word combining “Khmer” and “chimera”. “Khmer” is used to describe Cambodian language and 

culture. “Chimera” is also very appropriate since it describes a creature that consists of parts that don’t seem 



to belong together ( lion’s head, goat’s body, snake’s tale), yet exist as a whole, and my insights from the 

Cambodian trip also seem to be these diverse parts that I’m putting together for my World Literature  and 

Composition courses –localization of Buddhism, transformation of the Ramayana from a Hindu to a Buddhist 

epic, syncretism in literature, and an often complicated relationship between tr adition and innovation in art 

and literature. In my presentation, I will highlight teaching methods and techniques that I’m using to bring 

these elements together (teaching with shadow puppets, using Monkey Wisdom, as well as adapting old texts 

to modern times and reenacting them) and Cambodian experiences that led to developing these classroom 

activities. 

Darlene Furdock, MCC Language and ELL Professor, After the ‘Killing Fields’, 

How People Heal 

In a developmental English reading and writing course, students learn how genocide can happen 

anywhere. Then, using contemporary Cambodian leaders as examples, they explore how the survivors 

of such atrocities try to heal.

Phala Chea, LPS Curriculum Specialist, Fulbright-Hays Study Abroad to Cambodia: 
Implications and Applications

I will be presenting on the instructional implications and applications of the study tour to Cambodia -

making teaching and learning culturally relevant.

Wrap-up 
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